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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 19th JANUARY 2017 at 7.12pm

Present: Councillor Whittaker (Chairman)
Councillor Mainstone (Town Mayor) 
Councillor Mrs Mockford (Deputy Town Mayor)  
Councillors Mrs Bennett, Hodges, Osborne, Peacock Reeves, Mrs 
Russell, Webster and Whittaker. 

Also present:Councillors Dabell, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Mockford, Saull & Wyan
and 1 member of the public  

Officers present:  Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer.

259 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Cllr Mockford wished to speak under Item 4 and there being no further questions the 
Chairman moved along to the published agenda.

260 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Mrs Belsey Personal commitment
Cllr Reeves Work commitment

261     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllrs Hodges, Mrs Mockford, Osborne, and Whittaker all declared a Personal and 
Prejudicial interest in Item 4 as Trustees of the Chequer Mead Arts & Community 
Centre Trust.  
Cllr Mainstone declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Item 4 on Cost Centre 
400 as Trustee of the Town Museum.
They did not vote on these lines and there was no discussion.

262 COUNCILLORS ALLOWANCES 2017/18 

Cllr Mockford spoke about Councillors allowances and suggested that it be 
proposed to include travel expenses for the members of the Planning Committee.
Cllr Mainstone referred to travel expenses and said that it was odd that an 
allowance had to be given rather than allowing expenses to be claimed.  Also the 
fact that dependent’s allowance has been removed as this is necessary to attract 
different people to be Councillors.

Cllr Webster questioned whether you can claim expenses outside the parish on non 
training but also official business.  The answer was yes, providing it was authorised.
The Chairman advised that the Council had referred the matter back to the   
committee prior to recommending the Budget for 2017/18.

A proposal was made that the scheme as recommended at the F and GP 
Committee of 10th December should continue but with the addition of an allowance 
to cover travel costs for the members of the planning committee, with an enhanced 
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allowance for the Chairman of that committee in recognition of the extra work 
involved when visiting the properties prior to committee.   

RESOLVED:  To Recommend to Council the following Schedule for 
Councillors allowances for 2017/18 

Councillor Allowance: �1,083 per annum
Additional Allowances
Town Mayor’s allowance: �1,845 per annum
Planning Committee Members (Non Chairman) : �50 per annum
Planning Committee Chairman :  �200 per annum

Expenses payable for authorised, essential travel out of parish: 
Mileage rate 45p per mile, 
Car passenger mileage rate 3p per mile for first passenger, 5p per mile for two or 
more passengers.
Cycling allowance 20p per mile.  

263 DRAFT BUDGET BOOK FOR 2017/18

The chairman thanked the other standing committees for their recommendations, 
and outlined the cost centres that fall to this committee.  

RESOLVED: (i) To accept the Public Services Committee’s recommendation 
and the Amenities & Tourism Committee’s recommendation of 
the same date that there are no alterations to be considered 
for the revenue estimates as set out in the separately 
circulated booklet;

(ii) To approve the revenue estimates for 2017/2018 in respect of 
Finance & General Purposes Committee, namely cost centres
100, 200, 400 and 1000, and 1100 without alteration;

(iii) To recommend the revenue estimates 2017/2018, to the 
meeting of the Town Council on 30th January 2017, to become
the Town Council’s budget for 2017/2018 financial year; 

(iv) That the Town Council’s capital programme for 2017/2018 be 
laid down as in the draft budget booklet;

(v) That the Town Council’s estimate payments of �1,152,310
and estimated income of �295,730 in the 2017/2018 financial 
year be approved, resulting in a net cost to the Town Council 
of �856,580

(vii) That Council, on 30th January 2017, be requested to approve 
an actual precept for the 2017/2018 financial year, which the 
Committee recommends should be set at �856,580
(representing an annual council tax of �76.68 per Band D 
property) based on the known tax base of 11,171.50
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264 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.32 pm. 

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


